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Abstract

In the I-kuan Tao Society, it’s a common notion that Confucius had publicly delivered
classical teachings while discreetly transmitting Tao to his disciples. Additionally, in the divine
propagation of Tao, which takes the concerted efforts of heaven and humanity, words of deities
are often revealed through the mediums in writing. This kind of heavenly teachings has
emerged in response to the needs of the time and to the spiritual capacities of all human beings.
The teachings are hence important guidelines for self-cultivation for I-Kuan Tao members. On
the 24™ of July, 1999, revelations from Confucius were received by the “Three Talents,”
mediums who conduct séances during which revelations from the gods are received either in
writing or orally, in I-Kuan Tao’s Tian Yuan Temple, located in Puli Township in Nantou City.
His utterance included the following: ““ I had in fact devoted my life to the public teachings of
classic literature and the secret transmission of Tao. My ultimate intention was to cultivate
moral individuals, bring order to society and turn the tide of moral decline in our society.” In
the revelations, Confucius clearly pointed out that he had devoted to “public teachings of
classic literature and the secret transmission of Tao,”which is consistent with the common
belief among members of the Tao society. In this case, “public teachings of classic literature
and the secret transmission of Tao,”seemed to be the way the quintessential sage handed down
his doctrine. Yet this has never been seen in the intellectual history of Confucianism. This
contradiction certainly deserves further investigation.

Confucius, the great Chinese philosopher, is an inheritor of the past and an inspiration for
the future. He’s renowned worldwide for his literary achievements—including compiling the
Book of Odes and the Book of Documents, editing the Book of Rites and the Classic of Music,
writing the Spring and Autumn Annals, and composing commentaries on the Book of Changes.
Nevertheless, his discreet transmission of Tao( also known as the Way) is rarely acknowledged

in the historical documents, and is not even mentioned in the Analects. However, is it possible



that Confucius, considered the greatest sage of the time, had never transmitted Tao, the true
essence of Dharma? If he had, in fact, done so, what was his approach and what were the
content and purposes of his teachings?

The greatest challenge for such investigation is that no definitive evidence can be found
in the canon of intellectual history of Confucianism. Nevertheless, the above revelations
received in [-Kuan Tao’s temple shed some important light on the matter. When we re-read and
re-analyze the text of the Analects based on the clues discovered in the revelations, we found
that further investigation and clarification on the matter is required. Tsze-kung once lamented
that “The Master’s discourses about man’s nature, and the Way of Heaven(CK:7E tien Tao),
cannot be heard.” Is the “man’s nature, and the Way of Heaven”here related to the Tao secretely
transmitted by Confucius? In addition, is there a more comprehensive intepretation for the
unsettled historical cases of Confucius’ remarks— “an all-pervading unity,”(— L& 7 )and “ a
man in the morning hears the right way, he may die in the evening without regret” (57 4/
S ] Z22)—and so they can in turn support the notion that Confucius had publicly taught classic
literature while secretly transmitting Tao?

How should such argument be perceived? The research shows that some people do not
believe that Confucius had transmitted Tao and therefore the argument is invalid for them.
Other people argue that all of Confucius’ teachings took place in open spaces, with no
concealment, and therefore it is true that Confucius had publicly taught classic literature but he
had never transmitted Tao. What’s [-Kuan Tao’s interpretation of this case?

The study found that Confucius’ “public teachings of classic literature and the secret
transmission of Tao” has two layers of meaning. The first one is that there is a hidden purpose
behind the public teachings without concealment—to transmit Tao. In other words, Confucius
did not only nurture moral values and ethics among disciples, he also sought to deliver “the
treasury of the true eye of the dharma” that is “transmitted outside the teaching tradition.”

Secondly, the “secret transmission of Tao”’implies the act of ascending to the hall, passing into



the inner apartment and delievering Tao, as mentioned in the Analects: a man in the morning
hears the right way(Tao), he may die in the evening without regret. When Tsze-kung lamented
how “The Master’s discourses about man’s nature, and the way of Heaven, cannot be heard,”
he was actually expressing how difficult it was to “pass into the inner apartment” and receive
Tao. This intepretation may have been nowhere to be seen in the literature of Confucianism's
intellectual history, it is an undisputable historical account that the fifth Patriarch of Chan
Buddhism, Daman Hongren, had secretly passed the Dharma to the Sixth Patriarch, Huineng,
in a closed room during midnight. We can therefore infer that by Confucius’ teachings, he was
actually constantly seeking to inspire his disciples to understand the indescribable and
unspeakable Tao, the doctrine of an all-pervading unity, passing on from sages to sages.
However, not all of Confucius’ disciples can attain such enlightenment. Only Yan-Hui and
Tzen-Tze could “pass into the inner apartmens” and receive Tao from the Master. The process
is what we refer to as “secret transmission of Tao.”

Nonotheless, times have changed dramatically since ancient times, when Confucius was
seeking to secretly transmitting Tao. During Confucius’ time, successful self-cultivation was a
precondition to initiation(45:{&1%15: first cultivate the self in order to receive Tao later). One
has to exemplify virtues and benevolence in order to “ascend to the hall and pass into the inner
apartment.” Today, it’s time for universal propagation of Tao, and anyone desiring to “seek Tao”
can do so and subsequently pursue cultivation(4:{5{%&: first obtain Tao, then cultivate the
self). Mencius had said that when we examine the sages, both the earlier and the later, their
principles are found to be the same. Similarly, the study observes that Confucius’ mind to mind
transmission is essentially the same with [-Kuan Tao’s Tao transmission, which takes place in
a ritual and the path of return is pointed out to the receivers by Holy teachers. That is the Tao
of oneness, commonly pursued by Buddhists, Taoists, and Confucianism followers. Receivers
of such supreme Dharma can transcend the three realms of existence and six paths of suffering.

This is why Confucius said in the Analects that “If a man in the morning hears the right way,



he may die in the evening without regret.” Upon receiving Tao, one knows where the gate of
life and death is. While “the Master’s discourses about man’s nature, and the way of Heaven,
cannot be heard,” one would find the Master’s discourses to be crystal clear after receiving Tao.
He would also learn that the Holy Teachers are truly authorized by Heavenly decree, and
understand why the Tao transmitting ceremony should be conducted behind closed door, and
why the Three Treasures should not be disclosed outside of the temple. Additionally, he would
learn the reason why Confucius said “I have concealed nothing from you,” and “I would prefer
not speaking. Does Heaven speak?”’, knowing that Tao is unspeakable and indescribable.
Based on the above considerations, one may conclude that, apart from publicly teaching
the Book of Odes and the Book of Documents to help his disciples practice filial piety and
comply with the rites and humanity, Confucius also transmitted Tao, “man’s nature, and the
way of Heaven,” in a discreet manner. As a collection of sayings and ideas attributed to
Confucius, the Analects demonstrates how he had “publicly delivered classical teachings while
discreetly transmitting Tao to his disciples.” The ideals and principles advocated by Confucius
are close to our day-to-day life. More importantly, the Analects does not only instruct us on
how to tune in to our inner humanity, it also discusses human nature and the Way of Heaven.
Therefore, Ji-Gong Living Buddha once remarked, “the Analects explores the nature of human
mind” and thus can be regarded as a Mahayana sutra. Hence, on can understand that the
common notion in [-kuan Tao Society that Confucius had publicly delivered classical teachings
while discreetly transmitting Tao to his disciples, has a solid basis in fact. In this case,
Confucius’ place in history would change accordingly: not only a distinguished historian,
thinker, teacher, and philosopher but also a holy teacher with Heavenly decree who transmits

Tao by the Mandate of Heaven.

Keywords: the Analects, public teachings of classic literature and the secret transmission of

Tao, Confucius, man’s nature, and the Way of Heaven, [-Kuan Tao, Three Treasures
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