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A Thesis on the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path‘s Close Connection

to [-Kuan Tao’s “Receiving and Cultivation of the True Tao”
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Abstract

The paper investigates the [-Kuan Tao term “Heavenly Decreed Golden Path” and
analyzes why it is the lifeline/fountainhead of I-Kuan Tao, for this is the thesis objective.
Research shows that the government and non-I-Kuan Tao relatives see [-Kuan Tao as a
religious organization. This is contrary to [-Kuan Tao’s internal definition and needs
rectification, allowing the outside sector to correctly understand I-Kuan Tao. Based on related
sources, this thesis further investigates: the definition and connotation of the Heavenly Decreed
Golden Path; the function and lineage of the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path; I-Kuan Tao
relatives’ affinity of receiving the True Tao and its contents and verifications; along with
cultivation guidance; all possible due to their connection with the Heavenly Decreed Golden
Path. This thesis also aims to: 1) Explain the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path so others may
easily understand its true meaning and how it is a testament to the lifeline of a Tao cultivator
and practitioner. 2) Correct doctrine regarding the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path. 3) Gain the
important function of clarifying the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path. 4) Elucidate the heritage
of the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path. 5) Authenticate [-Kuan Tao’s receiving of the True Tao
6) Authenticate 1-Kuan Tao’s cultivation practices and is the true heritage of Chinese Tao
lineage and culture.

I-Kuan Tao states that the Bai Yang Era has begun since 1905. Its propagation in Taiwan
started at the end of 1945. In the past seventy years, it has quickly expanded from Taiwan to
more than eighty countries. Is it because it is a passing religious trend? Or is it due to the
authenticity of Tao, the Principle, and the Heavenly Mandate? Has it existed all throughout
time? Or destined for a particular time in history? Is it due to any one person’s charisma? Or
the cultivation and propagation of Tao leaders and members? Or is it a result of the strong
guidance of the Heavenly Mandate and Heaven-mankind collaboration? Or is it due to

plagiarism of other religions’ scriptures and doctrines? I-Kuan Tao had undergone many



obstacles in Taiwan, such as the tribulations from the government before 1987,
misunderstandings from local citizens, criticisms from other religions, skepticism from
academia, and internal separations, but I-Kuan Tao grew instead of weakening. In 2011, scholar
Liu-Chang Yang published the book The Legend of the Heavenly Tao: I-Kuan Tao’s Expansion
and Influence in Taiwan, pointing out that I-Kuan Tao had already become a physical entity of
Chinese local faith with the highest globalization potential. Scholar Jin-Guo Chen referred to
[-Kuan Tao as a global religion to-be, for it had spanned across local, regional, and now global
level. The main Tao Society has established their organization as a structured collective
leadership. This powerful structured operation has led the world in the inheritance and
pioneering of the Chinese Tao lineage and culture. Between 2015-2016, I-Kuan Tao graduate
schools I-Kuan Tao College and I-Kuan Tao Chong-De School were established, connecting to
academia such as Chinese Academy of Social Science and Harvard Divinity School. This was
a big step towards [-Kuan Tao’s mission of promoting cultivation within the people for a world
of great harmony.

[-Kuan Tao Chong-De School President Lu said, “I-Kuan Tao’s most sacred phenomenon
is one: the opening of the holy portal by the Enlightened Masters, and two: holy revelations
from buddhas.” This thesis analyzes literature using holy revelations, scriptures and literature
to verify the true principles and theories by inductive reasoning and deductive reasoning
methodologies from personal convictions, and scholarly research. Contents focus on the
Heavenly Decreed Golden Path and expand to the receiving and cultivation of the True Tao, all
from a perspective of truth.

Conclusion of the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path’s connotations can be analyzed into the
following six points: 1) Heavenly Decreed Golden Path’s origin from Heavenly Mater’s
descent of this path so that Her children can return to Heaven. 2) The meanings of Heavenly
Decreed Golden Path include the Great Tao connecting directly to Heaven, the Enlightened

Masters and the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path before birth refers to human beings’ heavenly



self-natures, while the Interpersonal Golden Path after birth refers to the lineage after receiving
Tao, which consists of one’s introducer and guarantor, Tao Transmitting Master, Tao seniors,
Patriarch and Matriarch. 3) Heavenly Decreed Golden Path’s functions include returning one’s
spirit to Heaven when one remembers the Three Treasures and had not act immorally after
receiving Tao and connecting the Earthly Tao to the Heavenly Tao which allows Tao relatives’
parents and ancestors to rise with them. If one person attains Tao, nine generations of their
descendants and seven generations of their ancestors will rise to Heaven along with them. 4)
Heavenly Decreed Golden Path’s importance includes pointing directly at human nature,
allowing one to realize their true nature and reach Buddhahood; being the lifeline of Tao
cultivation and propagation; and being proof of having received and cultivated the True Tao. 5)
Heavenly Decreed Golden Path’s ways of succession are through Heart-to-heart transmissions
of the Heavenly Mandate; direct, indirect, and with time gaps in between generations; and
through sand-script sessions; but must be paired with a heavenly decree that is from someone
with virtuous morals. 6) Heavenly Decreed Golden Path’s practical connection methods are
following Tao seniors because they had received Tao and propagated Tao to us, and guiding
Tao juniors for this is to be virtuous. This is Tao and virtues and to perceive the connections
between Tao seniors and juniors is to connect with the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path.
Research has proven that only when one is connected to the Heavenly Decreed Golden
Path will one be able to receive the True Tao and the supreme dharma of the Three Treasures
and to cultivate the True Tao. One is unable to cultivate the True Tao if one had not received
the True Tao and can only cultivate progressively. Only if there is the complete lineage,
Heavenly Mandate, and true transmission of the principles of self-nature is it the true I-Kuan
Tao. To leave the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path or hold a fake Heavenly Mandate is to go
against [-Kuan Tao’s definitions. Those who had lost connection with the Heavenly Decreed
Golden Path, but still uses the I-Kuan Tao name, are fake I-Kuan Tao relatives. Therefore, to

verify the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path is to verify the authenticity of the I-Kuan Tao relative.



The 18th generation enlightened masters of the I-Kuan Tao lineage, Guang-Bi Zhang and Hui-
Ming Sun, not only have authorized agents such as Grand Senior Elder Han and Senior Elder
Chen, but other virtuous elders from other branches, for example: Fa-Yi branch’s Senior Tao
Transmitting Master Wan-Nian Han and Fa-Yi Chong-De’s Senior Tao Transmitting Masters
of Heavenly Mandate Management Committee.

Whether Tao relatives who can’t realize the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path can
effectively propagate Tao depends on the Heavenly Decreed Golden Path connection of the
new Tao relatives’ Tao Transmitting Masters, introducers, and guarantors. [-Kuan Tao’s sacred
phenomenon of allowing humans to receive Tao first and cultivate after is ‘Unity of knowledge
and action/Mind and Hand’, not speculation of academic theories. The argumentation position
of the [-Kuan Tao lineage’s significance is the same as Heaven’s position—unlimited in height,
and not the limited height of mankind’s position. Heaven makes the final call, not mankind.
The enlightened masters of the Tao lineage is nominated by Heaven, not by humans. Only the
true understanding of this will solve the disputes regarding I-Kuan Tao lineage enlightened
masters once and for all. The content of [-Kuan Tao’s receiving of the true Tao is to receive the
supreme dharma of the Three Treasures. Every treasure focuses on this message: “You are a
buddha. You should be a buddha. You need to teach others to be buddhas.” This is the doctrine
of Buddhahood. Receiving the True Tao can allow one to transcend the cycle of birth and death.
Not only are there justifications for the metaphysical doctrines, but there are Tao relatives who
have passed but whose bodies remain soft and whose facial expressions are auspicious and
peaceful, all of which are testaments. [-Kuan Tao’s cultivation integrates teachings of the three
religions. To guide those who have receive Tao to act according to their self-natures and to
always use the Three Treasures supreme dharma are the core values. It states to cultivate
according to “the Lessons of a Diety holy revelation”, to let the inner self become selflessness
and to practice unconditionally through Tao actions. It also includes the religious salvations

during the Salvation of the Three Realms and the practical virtuous practices referred to in



World of Great Harmony, the speculated wisdom of the cooperation between Heaven and
mankind that makes up namely the religion, namely moral virtues, namely philosophy, and the
spirit-mind-body oneness’s cultivation and practices. To cultivate amidst propagation and to
propagate amidst cultivation show the oneness of cultivation and propagation! This is the
reason behind I-Kuan Tao’s rapid expansion. It is not due to the alleged plagiarism of scriptures
and dharma of other religions, but to Heaven’s mandate to fulfill [-Kuan Tao’s destiny, the
inheritance of the Tao lineage, the Heaven-human collaboration, I-Kuan Tao’s exclusive Three
Treasures supreme dharma, and the integration of the essence of the three religions along with
continuous “receive first, cultivate after” cultivation—the result of true knowing and truthful

practice!

keywords: God, Heavenly Decreed Golden Path, Tao, I-Kuan Tao, true transmission,

receiving of the True Tao, supreme dharma of the Three Treasures, cultivation of the True Tao
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