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Abstract

The ultimate mission of the “Universal Salvation” of I-Kuan Tao can be divided into
two levels. First, on the basis of “pre-creation” and sacraments, the purpose of this mission is
to recruit 9.6 billion original Buddhas back to their source and return to Heaven. Second, on the
basis of the “post-creation” and “human affairs”, the mission is to restore the world back to the
era of Emperor Yao and Emperor Shun from the eschatology thereby unifying all religions to
achieve the Great Harmony of the World. Under the guidance of God’s mandate and the three
Buddhas being ordered to complete the restoration of the Three Eras of Qing-Yang (Green Sun
Era), Hong-Yang (Red Sun Era) and Bai-Yang (White Sun Era), and the inheritance of sixty-
four generations of Tao Lineage of the Mandate of Heaven, the salvation has been carried out.
All these are the result of the great event of the Universal Salvation in the final period of Bai-
Yang.

Universal Salvation is the core mission of [-Kuan Tao and it is a unique one. Therefore,
only by returning to the text of scriptures and taking the works of the Patriarchs of Tao and the
sermon of Immortals and Buddhas as the main argumentative literature, can the complete
significance of this thesis be properly explained. Based on the main literature of Tao, this paper
extends into five main topics from the four categories of connotation analysis, historical origin,
practical operation, and ultimate goal covering the aspects of reason and matter, history and
practice. Through the method of literature analysis, this paper makes an in-depth analysis,
collation and induction of the original data collected to define the meaning of Universal
Salvation of I-Kuan Tao.

In the aspect of connotation analysis, the argument and meaning of constructing
Universal Salvation is mainly based on the three themes of “Ontology and cosmology”, “Three
Eras of Tao Lineage” and “Cultivation of mind and nature” of I-Kuan Tao. In the aspect of
historical origin, this paper discusses the arrangement of “Wu-Sheng Lao-Mu” (Heavenly
Mater) / “Ming-Ming Shang-Di” (Almighty God) in this Yuanhui (The birth and death cycle of
Heaven and Earth), namely, the Heaven-caller of the three Buddhas. This concept expands
further into inheritance of Tao Patriarchs and the Three Eras historical evolution for the
Salvation of 9.6 billion original Buddhas to return to the Origin (Heaven). In terms of practical
operation, the four themes of “Universal Salvation being handled by Masters with Heavenly
Mandate”, “Tao being bestowed upon the commoners & Confucian teachings being prevailed
in the world”, “Extraordinary mission being run by Heaven-Mankind”, and “Holy achievement
by cultivation in one life time” are used to manifest the characteristics of going with the stream
of salvation during the White Sun Era. In addition, “Universal Salvation of the Three Realms”
(The salvation for the deities in the Celestial Heaven, the mankind and the ghosts of the
underworld), narrating the practical operation of Universal Salvation, the four propositions, are
to illustrate the characteristics of White Sun Era. As for the ultimate goal, “Unifying all
religions”, “Maitreya's pure land on earth / The Great Harmony World” and “Longhua
Congregation” are used to sort out the vision and completion of the Universal Salvation.



Universal Salvation is an arduous mission and could not be accomplished overnight, as
each era has a phased progress. The Green Sun Era was in the Fu-Xi era. It is the “spring” of
Tao Lineage and the beginning of Tao descent of. During this period, Tao Lineage was with
the monarchs. Tao and authority were combined to enlighten the world by one person, which
was the “unity of Tao, politics and religion”. The process of Tao Lineage inheritance during
this period can be summed up as two main axes: “Creating utensils according to law of Nature”
(Creating laws and rules according to Nature in order to educate and govern people) and the
“First-time Heart-to-Heart Transmission”. The Red Sun Era was with epoch of King Zhao of
Zhou Dynasty, which is the “summer” of Tao Lineage. At this time, Tao qualified the scholars,
and Tao and authority were divided into three religions. The three Saints evangelized their
teachings respectively, which was “the dispersion of Tao”. The Red Sun Era can be regarded
as the preparation period for the completion of the Universal Salvation. For three thousand
years, God gradually paved the way for the completion of Universal Salvation. During the Tang
Dynasty, Tao Lineage was transferred from Zen to commoners. During the early Ming Dynasty,
God began to “send letters” (Messages from Heaven) to warn the final completion of the
Universal Salvation. During 12th Patriarch Yuan’s period, the propagation of Tao was widely
prepared; during 15th Patriarch Wang’s period, the time of completion of Universal Salvation
was gradually maturing. The White Sun Era began at the interchange of the Wu-Hui and Wei-
Hui, it is the “autumn” of Tao Lineage. At this time, Tao has been coming down to the common
people, Universal Salvation is prevailing, and all religions will be united. The White Sun Era is
the last stage of the Universal Salvation. Maitreya Buddha is administering the Heavenly
Domain, Jigong Living Buddha and Yuehui Bodhisattva are in charge of Tao Domain, and
formally enter the era of the last salvation of the Three Realms. During the ten thousand eight
hundred years of the White Sun Era’s holy mission, together we should complete the ultimate
mission of returning 9.6 billion original Buddhas back to infinity Heaven.

This thesis explores the relevant aspects of Universal Salvation of the Three Realms of
the White Sun Era from the above-mentioned research path, especially [-Kuan Tao’s
endeavours to complete the rescue of catastrophes, the unification of all religions, the selection
of the capable-talent, and the realization of Paradise-on-Earth. Then it summarizes: (1)the
meaning of returning to the ‘root’, the meaning of ‘reverse’; (2)the meaning of helping and
saving; (3)the meaning of integration, and returning to the truth; (4)the meaning of examination,
the meaning of the selection; (5)the meaning of the reorganization and perfection, etc..; these
five great meanings mentioned above are used to prove that the connotation of Universal
Salvation of I-Kuan Tao perfectly complete the divine mission.

Key words: I-Kuan Tao (Yi Guan Dao), Universal Salvation, Ontology and Cosmology,
Concept of Tao Lineage & Three Eras, Mind and Nature Cultivation,
Universal Salvation of the Three Realms, Confucian Teachings Being
Prevailed in the World, The Great Harmony World.
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