IAEE - RiSFlE &% A 277
A Study on Patriarch Wang Jue-Yi’s Systematic Doctrine of the
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Abstract

The propagation of I-Kuan Tao has flourished in Taiwan and around the world in recent
years. Ever since [-Kuan Tao was legalized in Taiwan in 1987, it has spread to more than
eighty countries in just over thirty years. This proliferation could be referred to as a
religious miracle and warrants extensive research. Among the many discussions related to I-
Kuan Tao, the topic of whether it has its own doctrine has attracted much attention. Some
scholars hold negative views about this issue. However, the author notices the abundant
works by Patriarch Wang Jue-Yi, the fifteenth-generation patriarch of the Latter Eastern Tao
Lineage. Some scholars agree that he was the main formulator of the modern [-Kuan Tao
doctrine. However, there are few studies on the works of Patriarch Wang and most of them
focus on the book Absolute and Relative Principles: The Collective Interpretation (Li Shu
He Jie). In other words, Patriarch Wang's thoughts of Tao has not been fully analyzed and
discussed; thus, it can be extrapolated that the I-Kuan Tao doctrine has not yet been fully
analyzed and discussed. Therefore, the author believes that there is still much room for
research and discussion about whether I-Kuan Tao has its own doctrine system.

In the third year of the Guangxu reign, Heavenly Mater ordained Patriarch Wang with
the Heavenly Mandate to be in charge of the Tao lineage. He founded Dong Zhen Tang and
re-established the Heavenly Domain (tian pan) and commenced the Last Salvation.
Patriarch Wang took charge of the universal propagation of Tao that was first initiated by the
founder of Xi Gan Tang, 12" Patriarch Yuan.

In accordance with the changes in divine timing as the last universal propagation of
Tao transitioned to the Last Salvation, propagation methods and Tao cultivation have had

slight changes.



For example, Xi Gan Tang's Tao cultivation was mainly based on the Nine-Section
Profound Practice (Jiu-Jie-Xuan-Gong) while Dong Zhen Tang's Tao practice was based on
the Three Guidelines of Confucianism.

It is conceivable that Patriarch Wang’s formulated Tao doctrine is linked tightly to the
last universal propagation of Tao and seeks to explain the causes and connotations to the
occurring changes.

Therefore, the author takes the last universal Tao propagation as the underlying issue of
Patriarch Wang's Tao theory. Author seeks to explore Patriarch Wang's Tao theory starting
with his works that are currently circulating in Taiwan.

Within the compilation of Heavenly Mater's instructions to Patriarch Wang to re-
establish the Heavenly Domain and to commence the last universal Tao propagation, the
author realized that Heavenly Mater had instructed Patriarch Wang on the Tao affairs and
guidelines of the last universal Tao propagation. The guidelines of Tao principles include the
Unity of the Three Ultimates (san ji yi guan) consisting of the Absolute (/i), Relativity (gi),
and Tangibleness (xiang); the last transmission of the universal Truth; the Confucianism-
centric re-manifestation of the heart-to-heart teachings of the Three Religions; the returning
of the world to the peaceful days of Emperor Yao and Shun; and the ambition to provide
universal deliverance so sentient beings can return to the Heavenly (Wuji) Realm (that is, to
transmit Tao that purifies hearts and minds and recovers our original true nature).

Amidst the exploration of the connotation of these guidelines, the author realized that
Patriarch Wang's theory of Tao was gradually developed from two bases: the last universal
Tao propagation as the main axis, and the cosmological theory Unity of the Three Ultimates

(san ji yi guan) as the foundation.



The content of his Tao theory covered the elements of the Chinese philosophical moral
system: cosmology, true nature theory, self-cultivation theory, and realm theory. It also
includes I-Kuan Tao core principles such as the true transmission of the heart-to-heart
teachings, the true transmission of the Heavenly Mandate, the true transmission of the Tao
lineage, and the The Converging Principle of the Three Teachings. Hence, an immaculate
Tao doctrine was constructed.

After Patriarch Wang completed his missions and returned to heaven, Heavenly Mater
ordered the renaming of Dong Zhen Tang to [-Kuan Tao. Although the name had changed,
the mission of the last universal Tao propagation continued. The 16" to 18" generations of
the Heavenly Mandated Enlightened Holy Teachers also followed the Tao doctrine for the
last universal Tao propagation, which was formulated by Patriarch Wang under the order of
the Holy Mater. Therefore, Patriarch Wang's Tao theory became the main connotation of
contemporary [-Kuan Tao doctrine. For this reason, the author believes that [-Kuan Tao has

a complete Tao doctrine.

Keywords: Wang Jue Yi, I-Kuan Tao, the last universal Tao propagation, Unity of
the Three Ultimates, the last transmission of the universal Truth, Three Teachings

Syncretism, Confucianism-centric
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