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A Study on the Views of Fulfilling Vows in I-Kuang-Dao
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Abstract

The practice of [-Kuan Tao during the White Yang Era was extraordinary.
Fortunately, God made the universal salvation and descended Tao to the common people.
People do not need to "travel thousands of miles to visit the Master and seek instructions
from thousands of miles." They can transcend birth and death through the Master's
finger in the Temple. After receiving Tao, people also need to participate in the ranks of
cultivators before achieving Buddhahood. This is called "obtain first and then practice."
The cultivation process is based on the ultimate ideal of saving all the “nine six” original
Buddhas and achieving the world harmony. I-Kuan Tao emphasizes the importance of
"fulfill the vows." Throughout ancient and modern, all the saints, immortals and
Buddhas made great vows and carried out great deeds during their practice. Buddhism
has the idea of the original wish to become a Buddha, and Confucianism has the view
of saints with the ambition to become a sage. Although the theoretical studies are
different, they both emphasize the importance of making and fulfilling vows. I-Kuan
Tao's view of making and fulfilling vows emphasizes that White Yang Era’s cultivators
are "come with a vow to fulfill" and actively "make and fulfill vows" so that they can
"leave with the vows fulfilled" in the future. At present, there are many studies on the
ten great vows of receiving Tao. However, the vows made during the cultivation process
after receiving the Tao, such as vows made in Dharma meetings, and vows in assuming
vocations, have more extraordinary meanings which worth in depth study.

This article takes the vow made in "Three Expressions and Five Vows" as the
research subject, and supplemented by the Holy revelations of immortals and Buddhas
and Tao Society books which are related to "Vow fulfillment" in I-Kuan Tao, and further
clarifies the meaning contained in the"Viewpoint of Vow fulfillment" and the structure
of the practical meaning and characteristics of " Viewpoint of Vow fulfillment ", and
explore the relationship between fulfilling vow and receiving Tao, Dharma meetings,
seminars, vocations and the operation of the ten groups, and confirm it with the ultimate
ideal of vow fulfillment of I-Kuan Tao,and take the good examples of Tao Society
seniors as testimony.

n

This article discusses the " Viewpoint of Vow fulfillment " and clarifies the

meaning of "Ten Great Vows" and "Five Vows". The "Five Vows" refer to "Six Vows of
n n

Dharma Assembly", "Vegetarian’s Vow", “Lecturer’s Vow”, “Temple Guardian and

Deputy Temple Guardians’ Vow” , and “Repentance Vow”. Among the "Ten Great



Vows" of receiving the Tao, "sincerely hold in heart" is the core vow that runs through
all the vows. That means with a sincere heart to introspect and reflect on the virtues
while being independent, and strictly observe the precepts and actively perform
meritorious deeds to fulfill vows, and consistently pursue the Ten Great Vows
throughout life. The "Six Great Vows" of the Dharma Assembly are the indicators that
lead Tao members to the registration of Buddhahood. In accordance with the "Six Great
Vows", Tao members will be able to know how to practice and start the practice of faith,
vows, and fulfillment that makes the unity of knowing and doing; and also realize the
importance of performing meritorious deeds, learning how to do alms giving, gratitude,
and fulfilling vows; and inspire the will to actively cultivate, and identify the direction,
and firm belief in Tao. Through the "Bancheng", Tao members are able to undertake
various Heavenly vocational vows and use the "Heavenly Vocation" to cooperate with
the "ten groups", and actively participate in Tao society operations. By comparing the
various Heavenly vocational vows, it can be clearly understood the characteristics of
various Heavenly vocational vows, and more clear to confirm the location in Tao society.
Each Heavenly vocation has its own common vows: "Respect teachers and revere Tao,
abide by Temple rules, carry out within one’s ability by giving with wealth, giving with
Dharma, giving with fearlessness, be consistent in the three-purity and four-rectitude,
be tested by thousands of demons, never give up, and fulfill vows." This is the common
principle for White Yang Era cultivators to undertake their Heavenly vocations and
work together to complete the Holy missions.

Based on the analysis of the "Ten Great Vows" and the "Five Vows", we can sort
out the extraordinary nature of the White Yang Era's vows. Relying on the vows to
establish the "direction" of cultivation and navigation, it is the benchmark for the
operation and position of the Tao society and the establishment of phased tasks and
goals. Then use the vows to turn on the "power" of the practice and pull the "self-power"
and "other power". If you have the vows, you will be powerful, and if you are willing
to be strong, you will be great. You can also use the power of the vows to break through
the resistance of karma, overcome tribulations, and pass all the tests. Every time you
make a vow, you are "re-making a vow", rediscovering the original intention, fulfilling
the vow, and starting over again. After making a vow, you must practice it deeply,
continue the virtues of the saints and sages in your vows, have the courage to assume
mission responsibilities, restore your original goodness, and strive to practice your faith

and vOws.



The practice of vows should take the "Purpose of Tao" as the physical part and
"The World of Grand Harmony" as its functions, which present the sincerity of
cultivators regarding the Tao seniors’ cultivation of fulfilling vows as the role model,
and follow the great vow of Patriarch Maitreya to "make the world a peaceful land like
a beautiful lotus", inherit Holy Teacher's "three great vows", the vow of Sage Baishu,"
saving the world through calamities, and with the endless vow", the vow of Restless
Bodhisattva," willing to help all Chong-Der people become Buddhas, and striving to
follow the Heavenly Mandate", the vow of great virtue of True Monarch, "sacrificing
for the Tao and never retreat from difficulties and frustration", the vow of Lotus Ci
Bodhisattva, "bears humiliation, do good deeds, and fulfill the five great vows". The
good examples of saintly deeds are worth following for White Yang cultivators, that is,

to make vows and fulfill vows in daily life.

In a word, White Yang Era Cultivators should understand the extraordinary
meaning of the vows in the process of practice. During the practice, cultivators should
renew their vows with deep confidence, inherit the Tao with great vows, and break
through difficulties. The practice of vows must follow the ideals and examples of saints.
Being an excellent navigator in the Dharma ship, cultivators sail on the suffering sea
and fulfill vows at all times, and be a competent server in the great event of universal
salvation done by heaven and man together. Originally cultivators "come with a vow to
fulfill", and should follow the footsteps of the Patriarchs, so that the “nine-six” disciples

of Buddha can "leave with the vows fulfilled" in the future.

Key words: [-Kuan Tao, Views of Fulfilling Vows, Five Vows, Vows to Stand, Vows to

Power, and Vows to Conduct Examples.
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