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Abstract

The Buddhist "Agama Sutra" predicted that Maitreya would be the next Buddha
after Shakyamuni Buddha. Furthermore, Maitreya Bodhisattva will be born in the next
era and attain enlightenment (Bodhi) under the Naga tree (Longhua tree), known as the
Longhua Three Assemblies. Thus, the belief in Maitreya was introduced to China and
evolved into the beliefs of "Maitreya's Pure Land" and "Maitreya's Salvation" during
the Northern and Southern Dynasties. Since the Northern Wei Dynasty, Buddhist
monastics have claimed to be Maitreya Buddhas, proclaiming that "The New Buddha
has Arrived." As a result, there were attacks on Buddhist temples and Buddhist
monastics to destroy the Dharma. Since then, anyone claiming to be the new Maitreya
Buddha, and belief in Maitreya's Salvation, has resulted in government suppression and
rejection of Buddhism. In addition, during this period, the belief in Maitreya's Salvation
was exploited by politically ambitious people, resulting in the belief being labeled as
heresy and a reactionary organization. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, with
multiple signs of a coming apocalypse, the Chinese Precious Folk Scrolls (Baojuan)
emerged and were popularized among the masses. At the same time, folk religions also
sprung up very quickly. The theme of the Precious Folk Scrolls was "The Descent of
Maitreya", and many folk religions integrated their beliefs with the Precious Folk
Scrolls and their leaders claimed to be the new Maitreya Buddha. They were calling on
the public to organize themselves into social movements. However, numerous
predictions of the Precious Folk Scrolls were deemed seditious by the imperial authority,
leading to their suppression. Hence, the belief in Salvation through Maitreya is dragged
down by historical baggage. In this thesis, the development of [-Kuan Tao is used to
attest to the prophecies of Maitreya's Descent and the realization of the Ultimate
Universal Salvation in the Chinese Precious Folk Scrolls of the Ming and Qing
Dynasties. It has also been confirmed that the Precious Folk Scrolls and sects were

crucial in conveying the message of Ultimate Universal Salvation.

[-Kuan Tao has a long history, starting from Emperor Fuxi, through 62 generations
of Patriarchs in the "Green Stage" (gingyang era) and the "Red Stage" (hongyang era),
then transitioning into the "White Stage" (baiyang era) at the end of the Qing Dynasty,

where there were only two generations of Patriarchs. Before the 15th Patriarch of I-



Kuan Tao's Latter Eastern Era, Wang, Jueyi, no other I-Kuan Tao Patriarch claimed that
Maitreya Buddha had descended to the earth. According to historical records on the
Lineage of I-Kuan Tao, during the period of Ultimate Universal Salvation, Maitreya
Buddha had incarnated as Patriarchs in the Lineage of I-Kuan Tao. The first one was
Patriarch Wang, Jueyi, the first Patriarch who initiated the Universal Salvation period
at the end of the prelude to Mass Salvation. Then, Maitreya Buddha incarnated as the
17th Patriarch of [-Kuan Tao's Latter Eastern Era, Lu, Zhongyi, as the First Patriarch of
the White Stage, and formally ushered in the White Stage of Tao Propagation, the
Ultimate Universal Salvation. After the reign of Patriarch Lu, Zhongyi, the 18th
generation of [-Kuan Tao's Latter Eastern Era, Patriarch Zhang, Tianran and Matriarch
Sun, Suzhen, continued with the holy mission to lead the masses to salvation; this is

also known as the Tian-Zhen's Universal Salvation.

This thesis is based on the five Precious Folk Scrolls, The Precious Scrolls of the
White Stage Ultimate Salvation Said by Buddha, The Precious Scrolls of Returning to
Heaven with the Nine Ranks of Golden Lotus Merits, The Precious Scrolls of the
Teachings and Salvation of the Three Buddhas, The Precious Scrolls of the Verification
of Longhua Assemblies by Tian-Zhen Ancient Buddha, The Precious Scrolls of the
Authentic Dharma Inheritance, and few others. This thesis has organized the key points
about the Ultimate Universal Salvation of Maitreya Buddha, which include the
Creation, Salvation by the Three Eras' Buddhas, "Sending Letters" (Messages from
Heaven), Universal Salvation, the Universal Salvation after Patriarch Wang, Jueyi,
Patriarch Lu, Zhongyi's Ultimate Universal Salvation during the White Stage, the Tian-
Zhen's Universal Salvation, "Universal Salvation being Handled by Enlightened
Masters with Heavenly Mandate", "Universal Salvation of the Three Domains",
"Unifying All Religions", "The Great Tao being Bestowed upon the Commoners", and
"Confucian Teachings being Prevailed in the World." This paper focuses on the above
issues, organizes and compares relevant contents of the scrolls, explores commonalities,
and then references the writings of Patriarch Wang, Jueyi, the writings of Patriarch
Yuan, Zhiqian (12th generation of [-Kuan Tao's Latter Eastern Era), the Exposition of
the Great Tao of Holy Patriarch Jin-Gong and Subtle Scripture of Jin-Gong admonished
by Holy Patriarch Jin-Gong, and other teachings of the divine beings to compare the



contents of the scrolls. It can be proven that the role of the Precious Folk Scrolls and
the folk religions of the Ming and Qing Dynasties was a message that foretold Maitreya
Buddha's descent to become the Savior for the Ultimate Universal Salvation. The real
Maitreya Buddha's manifestations, who descended to the world to become the
Patriarchs with Heavenly Mandate for Universal Salvation, were Patriarch Wang, Jueyi

and Patriarch Lu, Zhongyi of the I-Kuan Tao.

Finally, the current (White Stage) development of [-Kuan Tao is evidence to prove
that Maitreya Buddha's management of the "Universal Salvations Assisted by Ten
Thousands of Immortals", "The Universal Salvation of the Three Domains", "The Great
Tao being Bestowed upon the Commoners", "Confucian Teachings being Prevailed in
the World", to the ultimate goal of "Maitreya's Pure Land on Earth", "The World of
Great Harmony", to "The Ultimate Mission of Returning 9.6 Billion Original Buddhas
to Heavenly World to Reunite with the Heavenly Mater" mentioned in the Precious Folk

Scrolls.

Key Words: [-Kuan Tao, Maitreya's Salvation, Ultimate Universal Salvation, Precious
Folk Scrolls (Baojuan) of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Sending the Letters

(Dissemination of Revelation)
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