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Abstract

“Heavenly Examination and Selection” (Tian Kai Ke Xuan) acts as a core issue within I-
Kuan Tao and possesses a supreme uniqueness. In the White Sun Era, the Tao descends into
the households of commoners, and Universal Salvation is widely opened. White Sun
cultivators follow the path of “Enlightenment First, Cultivation Later.” Heaven opens the
examination to select the finest and extract the outstanding regarding the cultivation and
propagation conduct of White Sun cultivators. At the appointed time, there will be the
achievement of Three Thousand Six Hundred Saints and Forty-Eight Thousand Sages.

This serves two purposes: first, to conduct a Sainthood assessment for those who follow the
path of “Enlightenment First, Cultivation Later”; second, to encourage White Sun cultivators
to be sincere and diligent, to rectify themselves and perfect others, and to bring benefit to the
whole world until the Universal Salvation and Final Consummation are successfully
completed. This manifests the supremacy of Heaven’s descent of the Tao and ensures the
significance of the White Sun cultivators’ practice. It is evident that the selection within the
“Heavenly Examination and Selection” is both the fruit of the “Enlightenment First,
Cultivation Later” process and the embodiment of the process of Universal Salvation and
Consummation.

Regarding the cultivation practice of the White Sun Era, “Heavenly Examination and
Selection” also involves the establishment of values for White Sun disciples. Only precise
navigation can lead to the realm of Saints and Sages. Therefore, through “Valuing the Sacred
over the Mundane” (Zhong Sheng Qing Fan), one discerns the genuine from the illusory, and
the essential from the trivial regarding life values. One distinguishes between Heavenly
Nobility and Human Nobility, and the eternity versus the transience of spiritual fame versus
worldly fame. Consequently, one moves from “Valuing the Sacred over the Mundane” to
“Entering the Sacred from the Mundane” (You Fan Ru Sheng). It is visible that “Heavenly
Examination and Selection” regarding the cultivation practice of the White Sun Era is
tightly bound to the establishment of core cultivation values for White Sun cultivators,
specifically “Establishing the Sage’s Everlasting Aspiration,” thereby reaching the Realm of
Saints and Sages.

Regarding the specific content of this “Establishing the Sage’s Everlasting Aspiration,”
Chapter Three of this thesis explores the I-Kuan Tao concept of the Saint, concluding with
the Paragons of the White Sun Era, presenting the model of “Inner Saint and Outer King.”
The former section deeply explores the function and role of the concepts of “The Sacred”
(Sheng) and “Saints” (Sheng Ren) within the ideological world of 1-Kuan Tao disciples. The
latter section uses the conduct of the Three Saints of White Sun—Patriarch Lu (Zhong-Yi),
Patriarch Zhang (Guang-Bi), and Matriarch Sun (Hui-Ming)—as well as Senior Elder Han
(Yu-Lin) and Elder Chen (Hung-Chen) as archetypes of Saints and Sages for White Sun
cultivators to emulate, serving as the spiritual guide for aspiring disciples.

Discussing the path to Sainthood in the White Sun Heavenly Examination, this thesis
proposes: “The Enlightened Teacher’s Enlightening” (Ming Shi Yi Zhi) and “Enlightenment
First, Cultivation Later” as the necessary path to open the Heavenly Portal. This is followed
by “Tests and Fillfulment” (Kao Yan Cheng Quan) as the key verification points of the
“Heavenly Examination.” “Tests” provide adverse conditions to strengthen the will, while
“Edification” provides favorable conditions to foster growth. The practice curriculum for
White Sun disciples lies in the Five Required Disciplines—Learning, Cultivating,



Lecturing, Propagating, and Practicing—as well as the Seven Subjects for Attaining
Buddhahood—Character, Merit, Temperament, Etiquette, Mindfulness, Precepts, and VVows.
The individual gradually moves from the mundane to the Sacred, cultivating while
propagating, and reaching the realm of the Sage where substance and function are both
prepared, and principles and affairs are perfectly rounded.

Finally, discussing the White Sun concept of “Determining Spiritual Attainment based on
Merit” (An Gong Ding Guo): when one achieves true merit and practical perfection in the
cultivation process, achieving inner and outer wholeness, Heaven’s affirmation follows
naturally, relying entirely on the individual’s active pursuit of virtue and cultivation. This is
the meaning of “Heavenly Spiritual Rank is determined in the Human Realm.” While Heaven
determines the selection, the White Sun disciple’s elevation of the “Nine-Ranked Lotus
Throne” during cultivation will directly influence the ascension of their “Nine Generations of
Descendants and Seven Generations of Ancestors.” However, as one has the Sage’s
aspiration and Buddha’s vow in this life, Attaining the Way and Verifying Spiritual
Attainment involves the principle of ‘One lifetime of cultivation to transcend reincarnation;
one lifetime of attainment in Heaven.” Therefore, this status is still a “Provisionally
Determined Spiritual Attainment.” It is only through continuous cultivation riding upon one’s
vows that one finally achieves “Determining Spiritual Attainment based on Merit” at the
Three Assemblies of Longhua.

Keywords: I-Kuan Tao (YiGuanDao), Heavenly Examination and Selection, Realm of Saints

and Sages, Enlightenment first, Cultivation Later, Nine-Ranked Lotus Throne, Provisionally
Determined Spiritual Attainment.
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