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Abstract

The Limitless Heavenly Realm of Ultimate Principle (Wuji Litian #4%¥2 X)) is
one of the most central concepts of faith and doctrine within the theological and
philosophical system of I-Kuan Tao. From the perspective of faith, the Limitless
Heavenly Realm is the pre-celestial realm of Ultimate Principle where the Supreme
Divine Reality abides; it is the original source of all beings, the spiritual homeland to
which all souls ultimately return, and the final destination of the White Sun Era’s
Consummation. From the perspective of doctrine, however, the Limitless Heavenly
Realm is not merely a spatialized image of heaven. Rather, it is an integrated ultimate
reality that encompasses ontological sovereignty, supreme Principle, transcendent
Dharma-realm, and the substantive perfection of the highest goodness. The pre-celestial
sacred scenery described in [-Kuan Tao sacred revelations and scriptures should
therefore not be understood as mythological imagery separated from doctrine. Instead,
it may be interpreted as a faith-based expression of “wondrous existence arising from
true emptiness” and the “unity of original nature and sacred manifestation.” Through
concrete and perceptible narratives of the sacred realm, these descriptions awaken
practitioners’ faith, reverence, and aspiration toward the source of life-nature and the

ultimate destination of spiritual return.

Existing scholarship on I-Kuan Tao has produced meaningful studies on scriptural
thought, patriarchal Tao lineage, cultivation and service, and the doctrine of
Consummation. However, relatively few studies have offered an integrated
interpretation of the Limitless Heavenly Realm as a core concept of faith by examining
the relationship among its religious expression, doctrinal meaning, and practical path of
returning to the origin. This study does not simply ask “where the Limitless Heavenly
Realm is,” nor does it treat the Limitless Heavenly Realm merely as a heavenly
destination imagined within a religious worldview. Rather, it explores how the Limitless
Heavenly Realm in [-Kuan Tao simultaneously embodies multiple meanings: the
destination of faith, the source of the cosmos, the ontological ground of Nature-

Principle, and the foundation for cultivation and Tao service.
This study adopts textual analysis and comparative research as its primary methods.

\



It draws upon I-Kuan Tao patriarchal scriptures, sacred revelations bestowed by
immortals and buddhas, and relevant Confucian, Buddhist, and Tao-tradition classics as
its principal materials, while engaging the frameworks of ontology, cosmology, and
theories of mind and nature in Chinese philosophy. The study first begins with the faith
meaning of the Limitless Heavenly Realm, examining how [-Kuan Tao inherits and
transforms the Chinese intellectual tradition’s understanding of the relationship between
Heaven and humanity. In this process, [-Kuan Tao forms a religious narrative structure
that moves from the original unity of Heaven and humanity, to the separation of Heaven
and humanity, and finally to the reunion of Heaven and humanity. Within this
framework, the Limitless Heavenly Realm is not only the original source from which
the Primordial Buddha-Children first emerged, but also the pre-celestial homeland to

which practitioners ultimately return.

On the basis of this faith expression, this study further analyzes the multiple
doctrinal meanings of the Limitless Heavenly Realm, interpreting it as an integrated
ultimate reality that encompasses ontological sovereignty, supreme Principle,
transcendent Dharma-realm, and the substantive perfection of the highest goodness. It
is both the ultimate source from which all things are generated and the original ground
and value-destination of the Nature-Principle of all beings. It is therefore the great origin
in which essence and function are united. Furthermore, this study proposes an
interpretive framework of “the Three Ultimates unified through Principle, Qi, and
Manifestation.” In this framework, the true Principle of the Limitless Heavenly Realm,
as the utmost still ontological ground, responds when moved and thereby communicates
with all things. Through the circulating movement of the One Qi and the transformations
of yin and yang in the Supreme Polarity Qi-Heaven (Taiji Qitian X #& & X)), it
condenses into the world of myriad manifestations in the Imperial Polarity
Manifestation-Heaven (Hudngji Xidngtian 2.4% % X). This presents a creative process
in which the One Root disperses into the ten thousand particulars, and non-being enters
into being. From the perspective of cosmic generation, this is the forward unfolding of
“Principle — Qi — Manifestation.” From the perspective of cultivation and Tao service,
it is the return-to-origin process of “Manifestation — Qi — Principle,” through which

practitioners transform their qi-endowed temperament within the ethical world of human

Vi



relationships and recover the luminous clarity of their original Nature-Principle.

Finally, this study argues that the cultivation and service practice of I-Kuan Tao
unfolds as a path of returning to the root, grounded in the Limitless Heavenly Realm as
both source and destination. Through the extraordinary sacred opportunity of the
Heavenly Mandate Enlightened Teacher’s “one-pointing” transmission, practitioners
directly awaken to the source of Nature-Principle inherently present within themselves.
Thereafter, within the ethical world of Imperial Polarity Manifestation-Heaven, they
follow the sequence of cultivation in The Great Learning: “manifesting bright virtue,
renewing the people, and resting in the highest goodness.” Through investigating things
and extending knowledge, they overcome and transform material desires; through
making the will sincere and rectifying the heart-mind, they restore the luminous clarity
of original nature; and through cultivating the self, regulating the family, governing the
state, and bringing peace to the world, they extend moral transformation outward.
Ultimately, this process realizes the perfected state of the unity of Heavenly virtue and
human virtue. This perfected state unfolds on three levels: first, the fulfillment of
individual life-nature, namely the free and unrestrained spiritual realm of sages,
immortals, and buddhas; second, the elevation of human order, namely the world of
Great Harmony symbolized by the age of Yao and Shun; and third, the ultimate spiritual
return, namely the reunion of the Primordial Buddha-Children in the Limitless Heavenly

Realm.

This study concludes that the doctrine of the Limitless Heavenly Realm in I-Kuan
Tao constitutes an integrated structure in which faith as ultimate destination and doctrine
as ultimate reality mutually interpenetrate. It unifies the faith expression of the pre-
celestial realm of Ultimate Principle, the doctrinal interpretation of ontology and
cosmology, and the practical path of the Enlightened Teacher’s one-pointing
transmission, the cultivation sequence of The Great Learning, and the realization of the
unity of Heavenly virtue and human virtue. Therefore, the Limitless Heavenly Realm is
not only [-Kuan Tao’s faith expression of the ultimate destination of spiritual return; it
is also the core concept that integrates its ontology, cosmology, theory of Nature-
Principle, and doctrine of spiritual cultivation. As such, it provides a comprehensive

philosophical interpretation for understanding the core faith, doctrinal structure, and

VIl



cultivation practice of [-Kuan Tao.

Keywords: [-Kuan Tao; Limitless Heavenly Realm; the Three Ultimates unified
through Principle, Qi, and Manifestation; the Enlightened Teacher’s one-pointing
transmission; resting in the highest goodness; unity of Heavenly virtue and human

virtue.
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