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Abstract

With the globalization of religion, transnational transmission has become an
increasingly significant feature of contemporary religious development. Since the
mid-twentieth century, [-Kuan Tao has spread from China to Taiwan and, subsequently,
from Taiwan to numerous countries and regions worldwide, gradually giving rise to
transnational religious networks and diverse sites of practice. Within this broader context,
the Tao affairs of Fa-Yi Chong De have expanded from Taiwan into overseas settings.
Overseas propagation is therefore no longer merely an extension of outward religious
transmission; it also requires adaptation and adjustment in personnel deployment, talent
cultivation, financial management, Tao-field ethics, and organizational coordination
across differing national and regional contexts. As overseas Tao affairs have developed
from individual Buddha halls and scattered points of activity into multiple propagation
units, Tao Affairs Centers, and regional Tao fields, a range of issues has become
increasingly apparent, including linguistic and cultural differences, legal and safety risks,
insufficient cultivation of local talent, unclear financial operations, ambiguous Tao
affiliation, and isolated single-line modes of operation. These developments have created
a need for shared guidelines and operational principles to provide a coherent basis for

overseas propagation.

This study examines the guidelines governing overseas propagation in Fa-Yi Chong De
and their application. Employing documentary analysis, oral interviews, and participant
observation, it investigates the background of their formation, developmental trajectory,
principal contents, and practical application within overseas Tao affairs. The findings
show that these guidelines did not emerge all at once as a fixed body of rules; rather, they
were progressively established, supplemented, and refined in response to practical
problems and evolving needs encountered in the development of overseas Tao affairs.
Their provisions encompass applications for overseas propagation, personnel
deployment, financial management, discipline in cultivation and Tao propagation, talent
cultivation, Tao affiliation, and organizational integration. The qualifications for overseas

propagation, safety considerations, and basic operational principles established during the



era of Senior Elder Chen were carried forward into the era of the Never-Resting
Bodhisattva, during which greater emphasis was placed on local rootedness, integration

of Tao affairs, and international expansion.

In practical application, the principle of "Keeping the Roots in Taiwan" provides a
fundamental basis for the stable development of overseas Tao affairs and for the
continuity of the spiritual life of cultivation and Tao propagation. The principles that
"people of each country manage the affairs of their own country" and "local people
manage local affairs" foster the cultivation of local talent and the assumption of
responsibility for Tao affairs through a clear distinction between Tao affiliation and
administrative authority. The principles governing joint participation in Tao affairs among
the "mother Buddha hall, related Buddha halls, and affiliated series," together with plans
to formalize affiliation within the Tao-field structure, enable overseas Tao affairs to
advance local development while sustaining an ethical order grounded in gratitude and
remembrance of their origins. In addition, the "Three Avoidances" (avoiding unsafe
locations for propagation, avoiding unreasonable organizational arrangements, and
avoiding financial overextension) and the "Three Protections" (protecting oneself,
protecting the Tao field, and protecting the Senior Elder), together with the principles of
avoiding isolated single-line operation and promoting integrated development, reflect
Fa-Yi Chong De's comprehensive consideration of safety, financial management, resource

utilization, and organizational order in overseas propagation.

Overall, Fa-Yi Chong De's guidelines governing overseas propagation constitute an
important framework for the stable advancement of overseas Tao affairs. Their
significance lies not only in regulating and guiding the practice of overseas propagation,
but also in enabling Chong De's established Tao-field ethics and operational system to be
adapted and implemented in accordance with the concrete conditions of different
countries and regions. Through the coordinated operation of ethical principles and
institutional structures, the local cultivation of talent, regional integration, the
establishment of Tao Affairs Centers, and international expansion, Fa-Yi Chong De's

overseas Tao affairs have gradually developed into a distinctive operational model that



remains firmly grounded in fundamental principles while adapting flexibly to local

conditions.

Keywords: [-Kuan Tao; Fa-Yi Chong De; overseas propagation; guidelines for overseas

propagation; Keeping the Roots in Taiwan; integrated development
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