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Exploring the Image of Ji Gong in I-Kuan Tao
LIU, JEN-YIN *

Abstract

The story of Ji Gong has been quite popular since its emergence. Affected
by novels, Ji Gong’s image has turned from a devoted monk to a warrior monk,
and then from a warrior monk to a beggar monk; his image became an
omnipotent being, deeply instilled in the hearts of people. From the earliest
records about Ji Gong in the Saria Article of the Hermit 1ao Ji, 1t is not hard to
discover that the original image of Ji Gong is quite different from what we saw

in novels.

Ji-Gong Living Buddha is the contemporary Enlightening Holy Teacher
of [-Kuan Tao. In many nature development courses and review courses, the
Buddha will be “invited” for descending, enlightening, or message revealing.
The one who has descended the most is none other than Ji Gong. In many
articles, we can also see the description of Ji Gong by himself. The author
organizes the articles in Fa Yi Chong De Monastery and concludes the image

of Ji Gong based on his own description.

The Holy Revelations on The Purpose of Tao is a collection of various
holy revelations, exhorted by the buddhas and bodhisattvas in the past 28 Tao
Seminars from 1985 to 1992. According to this collection, I arranged the

information and concluded a specific spirit of secular life promoted by [-Kuan

+ Fifth year of doctoral program student from NCUE, department of Chinese.
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Tao, with the discovery that I-Kuan Tao’s portrayal of Ji-Gong is corresponding
to that depicted in the book Sheliming, whether in outward manifestation
orininward spirituality. In other words, [-Kuan Tao’s portrayal of Ji-

Gongis more compatible with the archetype of the historical Ji-Gong.

Keywords: [-Kuan Tao, The Principles of the Tao, Ji Gong, Saria Article of
the Hermit Ji,Tao Ji
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